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value; it was derived largely from Nicholas Upton's De qfficio
militari (1441), first printed in 1654 by Sir Edward Bysshe, In
1562, Gerard Legh brought out his popular Accedens of Armory,
and several other writers, such as John Bossewell, Sir John Feme
and William Wyrley, followed him ; but most of these works were
vitiated by flights of imagination and absurd legends about the
antiquity of coat-armour, and it was left to John Guillim, whose
Display of Heraldrie, first printed in 1610, is still a classic, to
place the science on something approaching a sound basis.
According to Langbaine, Markham was esteemed a good scholar
and an excellent linguist, understanding perfectly the French,
Italian and Spanish languages. He was certainly well read in the
subjects which he handled, and thoroughly conversant with the
classical allusions with which it was the fashion in his day to over-
lay polite literature. In verse, however, his achievement does not
reach a high order; his was not a lyric muse, and the long narra-
tive poems which he attempted are dull conventional productions,
lacking inspiration and spontaneity. Even his best opportunity,
the thrilling story of the last fight of the Revenge1, fails to arouse
him, and the poem, dragged out through 174 stanzas of eight lines
each, is a tedious performance, clogged with laboured metaphor
and classical simile. In other poems he deals with some of the
sacred themes much affected at that time : the Poem of poems, or
Sions mitse, contayning the divine Song of Salomon in eight
edogues, the subject of one of bishop Hall's satires2 and mentioned
by Francis Meres in Palladis Tamia, made its appearance in 1595;
and, in 1600, was printed Teares of the Beloved: or, the lamenta-
tion of Sawit John concerning the death and passion of Christ
Jesus our Saviour, a poem of 140 six-lined stanzas in heroic metre;
Marie Magdalens lamentations for the losse of her Master Jesus,
a similar poem of the following year, has also been attributed to
him,
Besides these original exercises, Markham translated from the
French of 'Madam Genevefve Petau Maulette/ Devoreux, or
vertues tears (1597), a lament on the death of Henry III of France
and of Walter Devereux, a brother of the Earl of Essex, In 1609,
he produced The Famous Whore, or Noble Curtizan, being the
story of the career of 'Paulina, the famous Roman curtizan, some-
times m*8 unto the great Cardinall Hypolito, of Est/ a poem in
riming couplets translated, it is said, from the Italian; but the
1 The Most Hwwrcibte Tragtdie of Sir Kicliard Grinvile, Knight, 1595.
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